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Discover the New Forest’s  
fascinating churches

The New Forest’s churches 
have been at the heart of local 
communities since the Forest’s 
formation over 900 years ago 
and many trace their origin to a 
much earlier period.

Discover intriguing architectural features, 
literary links and famous connections 
associated with our churches in a series 
of leaflets from the New Forest National 
Park Authority, celebrating the cultural 
importance of these buildings.

Available to download from  
www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/churches 
or pick up a free leaflet from local 
churches where available.

For other churches leaflets, visit 

www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/churches
Find out more

www.beaulieuchurches.org

New Forest 
Churches
Exbury, East Boldre, Fawley  

and Beaulieu
3
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New Forest churches

  St Katharine, Exbury

  St Paul’s, East Boldre

  The Blessed Virgin and Child, Beaulieu

  All Saints, Fawley
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Images left: Exbury graveyard,  

right: Fawley church boundary marker.  

‘D’ is for the Drummond family, marking the former 

boundary of their Cadland estate. 

Beaulieu Church of the  

blessed Virgin and Child

Former Abbey refectory

The building started life as the refectory to 

Beaulieu Abbey and dates from around 1230. 

As a consequence the altar is at the south rather 

than the east end of the church. The building was 

dedicated as the parish church in 1538 when the 

monastery was suppressed during the reign of 

Henry VIII and most of its buildings  

were demolished. 

 Contains a stone reading lectern or pulpit used 

during monastic meal times when the chosen 

monk would read improving literature to those 

assembled eating in silence 

 To commemorate the founding of the 84 

Squadron of the RAF their standard is laid 

up in the church and reminds us of the Royal 

Flying Corps based on Beaulieu Airfield in 1917 

during World War I

 Memorial to Tubby Clayton (Reverend Phillip 

Thomas Byard Clayton) one of the founders 

with Neville Talbot of ‘TOC H’ - a Christian 

charity dedicated through action not preaching, 

to promote reconciliation. The memorial 

attracts visitors from all over the world.

For more information about our work or for 

advice please contact us:

Call: 01590 646600

Write to: New Forest National Park Authority, Lymington 

Town Hall, Avenue Road, Lymington, SO41 9ZG.

Email: enquiries@newforestnpa.gov.uk

Visit: www.newforestnpa.gov.uk

Cultural heritage services at the  

New Forest National Park Authority

The National Park Authority has specialist advisors 

including archaeologists, building conservation, 

building design and landscape staff.  

We seek to conserve and enhance the special 

character of the New Forest by encouraging the 

sympathetic management and use of historic 

sites, buildings and areas and protecting them 

from decay or damaging change. We ensure 

that architecturally sensitive sites and areas are 

properly identified, treated and integrated into their 

environment to best effect.

Some of the work is required by law, but emphasis  

is also placed on offering guidance  

to communities so  

that the special places and  

features of the National Park 

are safeguarded for  

future generations.
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New Forest churches

1 St Mary, Eling 

2 St Mary, Copythorne

3 St John The Apostle, Marchwood

  Christ Church, Colbury

5 St Matthew, Netley Marsh
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Colbury Christ Church

Good example of late Victorian 

Gothic revival

 An attractive late Victorian church by Benjamin 

Ferry, completed in 1870 and paid for by 

Marianne Ibbotson after she inherited the 

Barker-Mill estate. She chose to live at Eling 

rather than at Mottisfont Abbey (now owned 

by the National Trust) 

 The church interior has hardly changed from 

the time it was built 

 The graveyard has unmarked burials of inmates 

of the Ashurst Workhouse and five Second 

World War graves

 Near the Lych gate is the grave of Charley Shrave, 

a railway workman, with a carving of a train

 Unusual tapered open bellcote

 Interesting internal decorated tiled wall and 

floor surfaces and an external style roof to the 

internal porch.

Find out more

www.christchurchcolbury.hampshire.org.uk

Images top left to right: Colbury font,  

Eling 10th century grave marker, Marchwood font.

New Forest 

Churches

Eling, Copythorne, Marchwood, 

Colbury and Netley Marsh 2

For other churches leaflets, visit 

www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/churches

For more information about our work or for 

advice please contact us:

Call: 01590 646600

Write to: New Forest National Park Authority, Lymington 

Town Hall, Avenue Road, Lymington, SO41 9ZG.

Email: enquiries@newforestnpa.gov.uk

Visit: www.newforestnpa.gov.uk

Cultural heritage services at the  

New Forest National Park Authority

The National Park Authority has specialist advisors 

including archaeologists, building conservation, 

building design and landscape staff.  

We seek to conserve and enhance the special 

character of the New Forest by encouraging the 

sympathetic management and use of historic 

sites, buildings and areas and protecting them 

from decay or damaging change. We ensure 

that architecturally sensitive sites and areas are 

properly identified, treated and integrated into their 

environment to best effect.

Some of the work is required by law, but emphasis  

is also placed on offering guidance  

to communities so  

that the special places and  

features of the National Park 

are safeguarded for  

future generations.
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For more information about our work or for 

advice please contact us:

Call: 01590 646600

Write to: New Forest National Park Authority, Lymington 

Town Hall, Avenue Road, Lymington, SO41 9ZG.

Email: enquiries@newforestnpa.gov.uk

Visit: w
ww.newforestnpa.gov.uk

Minstead All Saints

 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) – the 

surgeon-turned-author famous for his series of 

Sherlock Holmes detective stories is b
uried in 

the churchyard

 Medieval church with 13th century doorway, 

chancel arch and many later additions – 

a church that escaped Victorian restoration

 Brick tower of 1774 

	 Ma
ny	18

th	ce
ntury

	fittin
gs.	In

terio
r	dom

inate
d	

by galleries to accommodate as many people  

as possible

 Triple-decker pulpit, partly 17th century, with 

at a lower level, at least one piece of medieval 

woodwork

 Two large private pews on the north side with 

dom
estic	

fittin
gs

 12th century font with interesting carving

 18th century box pews in south transept and 

17th century pews in the nave.

Find out more

www.newforestparishes.com

New Forest 

Churches

Boldre, Brockenhurst,  

Lyndhurst, M
instead 1
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New Forest churches

1 Church of St John, Boldre

2 Church of St Nicholas, Brockenhurst

3 Church of St Michael, Lyndhurst

4 All Saints Church, Minstead
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Cultural heritage services at the  

New Forest National Park Authority

The National Park Authority has specialist a
dvisors 

including archaeologists, 
building conservation, 

building design and landscape staff.  

We seek to conserve and enhance the special 

character of the New Forest by encouraging the 

sympathetic management and use of historic 

sites, buildings and areas and protecting them 

from decay or damaging change. We ensure 

that architecturally sensitive sites and areas are 

prop
erly	i

dent
ified,

	trea
ted	a

nd	in
tegra

ted	in
to	th

eir	

environment to best effect.

Some of the work is re
quired by law, but emphasis  

is also placed on offering guidance  

to communities so  

that the special places and  

features of the National Park 

are safeguarded for  

future generations.
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Images left: D
oor detail, Lyndhurst  

Right: headstone of Brusher Mills,  

snake-catcher, Brockenhurst.
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For other churches leaflets, visit 

www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/churches
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For more information about our work  
please contact us:

Call: 01590 646600
Write to: New Forest National Park Authority, Lymington 
Town Hall, Avenue Road, Lymington, SO41 9ZG.

Email: enquiries@newforestnpa.gov.uk
Visit: www.newforestnpa.gov.uk


